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"ONCE IN OUR WORLD, A STABLE HAD SOMETHING IN IT THAT WAS BIGGER THAN OUR WHOLE WORLD“  
C.S Lewis  

 

I am forever amazed how Christmas seems to come upon us at increasing speed. It would appear to be 

commensurate with our age. As a 'wee bairn' Christmas always seemed to be so far away. When we 

were allowed to stick cotton wool on the windows and design our Christmas party crowns, we could 

almost touch it. The anticipation of the day and all that came with it was almost painful.  Had we been 

kind, naughty or nice ....the magic of Christmas could heal any perceived disappointment, the Spirit of 

Christmas always won in the end.  Take away all the gifts, party food, nothing could hinder the unique 

power of Christmas.  
 

“The hinge of history is on the door of a Bethlehem stable”  Ralph W Sockman 
 

Once we understood that Christmas was so much more.  The air of anticipation passed down the ages 

and came to rest upon a young couple. Unbeknownst to them the child the young woman brought  

into the world would forever be the focus of Christmas.  His first Christmas. Our first Christmas. So we 

are not unlike the heavily expectant mother, rushing around, gathering everything in. Nesting.                      

Preparing for the arrival of their first child who would change everything. 
 

“Keep your Christmas heart open all year round”  Jessica Archmint 

 

I once wrote a piece, "I still believe” a few Christmas times ago. I still do believe and will gaze skyward 

to be looking into that starry night for a hint of red and white and silent hooves, and my heart will be 

childlike once more. But were it not for that young couple in that stable whose story we tell each year, 

what would Christmas be? Under the largest star in the sky, they brought forth hope, love and the 

brightest light into our World.   
 

“God bless us, everyone”  Tiny Tim ~                                                 

A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens 

 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas! 
 

Tess Rowlands  

www.beethamstmichaelandallangels.co.uk 



 

Dear friends,  
 

One of my favourite writers, as the season of Advent gives way to Christmas, is 

the twentieth century poet and teacher Ursula Askham Fanthorpe, who writes 

with humour, insight and faith about the celebrations soon to be upon us. 

Her poem, ‘Angels Song’ encapsulates this well, in which she reflects not only on 

the response of the angel host to the events of the nativity, but seeks to                             

understand and frame this within the bigger story of where Jesus’ life will                       

ultimately lead.  

  Intimates of heaven,     We sing a harder carol now:  

  This is strange to us,      Holy the donkey in the hay;  

  The unangelic muddle.      Holy the manger made of wood,  

  The birth, the human fuss.     Holy the nails, the blood, the clay.  

The reference to ‘unangelic muddle’ and ‘human fuss’ particularly struck me in contemplating all that the 

coming weeks will hold as we look ahead to the festivities, fun and frenzy that accompany our keeping 

of this most special time of the year. Not least since, for so many, ‘muddle’ and ‘fuss’ are perhaps apt  

descriptors for how we are usually encouraged (by our wider society and culture) to approach the  

Christmas period; not least when we consider the unhelpful pressure and sense of false materialist and 

consumerist expectation that so many feel as we near the twenty-fifth of December.  

It is then - quite understandably - amidst the ‘muddle’ and ‘fuss’ of our lives that we approach and enter 

the weeks of Advent. That particular moment in the church’s year for looking at ourselves and our world 

a bit more closely and so - in that act of looking - to realise how much we need a Saviour. A time for  

recognising that things (if we need a reminder) are ‘not as they should be’ and that instead of remaining 

detached, separate and isolated from human experience and the everyday circumstances of our lives, 

God is not simply merely interested but actively involved and fully committed. For such is the hope and 

promise to be discovered in the manger of Bethlehem, in the ‘muddle’ and ‘fuss’ of a human birth, where 

the Lord of heaven and earth draws close to us in love, grace and mercy.  

For many people it can often seem easier to believe in evil rather than in God. Yet, in the                    

acknowledgement of evil and wrong, seen in the brutality, fear and injustice of our daily news - in the 

reality of war and poverty, in the cries of the poor and the oppressed, in the sorrows of the marginalised, 

the isolated and the unloved - then you may be able to understand why we need a Saviour. One who 

comes not as the result of human endeavour, but as the pledge and proof of a faithful God who loves 

the world, and loves each and everyone of us, so very much.  

This is the truth that lies waiting for us at the close of our Advent journey, as with angels, shepherds, wise

-men we are drawn - just like countless generations - to kneel in wonder, joy and adoration before the 

child of Bethlehem, the Word made flesh, the Saviour of the world. The God who meets us in the 

‘muddle’ and ‘fuss’ of life and tell us we are never alone.  

As the carol, simply but effectively, puts it:  

  And he feeleth for our sadness, 

  and he shareth in our gladness. 

 

With every good wish and prayer this Advent and Christmas. 

        As ever,  

Letter from The Revd Andrew Norman 
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Church Repair Fund 
 

We are very grateful for your help 

in supporting our building appeal 

to repair the church fabric.  

If you are able to do so, we invite 

you to help us by recycling your 

clean aluminium drinks cans, tin 

foil, pie cases, and blister packs. To 

check if an item is aluminium,      

simply test it with a magnet -

aluminium will not respond.  

You can kindly drop off your              

contributions in the marked black 

bin round the back of the church. If 

you have a larger donation such as 

unwanted items like old ladders 

etc, please don’t hesitate to reach 

out to Deborah at 07899702476. 

          

Funeral 

 

Friday 14th November 

 

Raymond Frank Hills 
 

May he rest in peace 
Please join the churches of 

the Kent Estuary in a 

Mission Community 

Gathering 

10.30am, Sunday                 

7th December  

in Arnside 

Methodist Church 

 

Please note there will be no                   
service at Beetham that                   

morning but Evensong will be 
held at 6pm as normal 
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Burton in Kendal Educational 
Foundation  (Charity Reg.No.526953) 

As we write this our cheques to students are 
ready to deliver.  We want to let students and 
parents/carers know that we appreciate that our 
grants are not a huge sum of money but ‘every 
little helps’ as a certain supermarket says!  
Even if you can just treat yourself to a pizza or 
text book to help with your studies, we hope 
you enjoy it. The grants available each year 
depend on the amount our investments return 
and the number of students applying. We divide 
the total grant fund available amongst the               
number of applicants, with a weighting in favour 
of University applicants, who face greater   
financial demands. 



Kendal Salvation Army                                      

Christmas Present Appeal 
 

By giving a gift to our Christmas Present Appeal you can 

make a real difference to a child this Christmas.  We 

believe every child deserves a new gift at Christmas so 

we are unable to take used or second hand items for the 

Christmas Appeal. 

0-3 years:  dolls, teddy bears, cot mobiles, baby clothes, 

bath toys, puzzles 

3-5: dolls and action figures, cars, lorries, colouring sets, 

pencils, crayons, books, puzzles 

5-9: educational games & toys, stationery (colouring 

sets, pencils, crayons, school sets), books, puzzles, 

wordsearch, crosswords 

9-12: games and toys, stationery, books, t-shirts, hair 

accessories, gloves, scarves, hats 

13-16: books, make-up and toiletries (please try to                   

ensure non-allergic ingredients if possible), gloves, 

scarves, hats, t-shirts, hair accessories and gift vouchers 
 

If you would like to donate please leave your gifts at 

the back of the church by 6th December.   Thank you. 

 

“IT'S CHRISTMAS!!!!!!!”  
                           Noddy Holder 

 
Music is integral to Christmas. For most of us it 
presses the festive buttons. Others hide under the 
stairs.  But it is full of memories. Even if it's only 

one tune, it reaches in and Christmas gets its foot in the door.  Usually clad in shiny black boots edged 
in white fur, or is that just me? Moving on, we have been having a lovely time practicing all things 
Christmas.  Nothing like the first burst of Mariah Carey to set the scene.  
 

“THERE HAS TO BE AT LEAST ONE DAY OF THE YEAR TO REMIND US THAT                                      
WE'RE HERE FOR SOMETHING ELSE BESIDES  OURSELVES." 

                                              Eric Sevareid 
 

It is also our gift to others. Whilst shopping at Beetham Nurseries, during their Christmas Fair and, 
of course, at the big switch on of ** BRIGHTENING BEETHAM ** 5th of December from 3.45pm.   
Also the lovely get-togethers with other groups to spread the joy of Christmas.  Music is the great 
uniter.  Your little Community Band continues to grow and reshape as bands do. Our doors are open all 
year and the welcome will always be warm.  Music is the best medicine.  Tried and true.  Perhaps 2026 
is the time to dip your spoon in and give it a try. 
 

From everyone in Beetham Community Band we wish you                           
and those you love, the merriest Christmas!  

 

"MUSIC IS PROBABLY THE ONE TRUE MAGIC I HAVE                                 
ENCOUNTERED IN MY LIFE. THERE'S NOT SOME TRICK INVOLVED 

WITH IT. IT'S PURE AND ITS REAL. IT MOVES, IT HEALS, IT 
COMMUNICATES AND DOES ALL THESE INCREDIBLE THINGS." 

 

Tess xx 

07725 580095 
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Tess Rowlands 

Beetham Parish Council Meeting 

Beetham CE School 

Monday 1st December at 7pm 
Members of the public are welcome to attend 

Previous minutes and details of the Councillors can be  
found on the website at www.beetham-pc.gov.uk 

Wreath Making Workshop 
 

On Saturday 22nd November, the church was filled with buckets of greenery and Christmas music as people 

arrived for a Wreath Making Workshop.  The afternoon 

was led by Tess Rowlands, who expertly showed us all 

how to build up the foliage around the moss-covered ring.  

As the wreaths began to take shape there was much                 

excitement and laughter, and admiring of each other’s 

work, as Tess came round to help us complete the                  

greenery part of the wreath.  After a welcome break with 

mulled wine and mince pies, it was back to decorating the 

wreaths with ribbons and any extras that participants had 

brought along with them.  By the end of the course we 

were proud to show off our achievements, which are now 

adorning homes around the parish.  A very big thank you 

to Tess for her skill and humour in teaching us such a  

wonderful craft, and to all who helped to make the day a 

success.  We all look forward to the same again next year! 
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ENDMOOR CHOIR present  

A WINTER CONCERT (including Christmas Carols) 
 

          in aid of  
 

St Michael and All Angels Parish Church, Beetham, LA7 7AL 

Friday 19th December, 7.30pm 
Refreshments and Raffle 

£10 (cash only please) 



Soup Lunch 
 

The Church was delighted to welcome the children of Class 3 on                

Tuesday 18th November to host the Soup Lunch.  The children had all 

prepared soup and scones at the school and brought them down to the 

church to serve to a delighted fully booked church, with proceeds going 

to the Church Repair Appeal. 
 

The children were wonderfully attentive in taking orders from                          

customers, and passing them on to the serving team.  The soup was   

delivered hot and with confidence, with the children chatting to                   

everyone in the church.  All the customers agreed that the scones were 

delicious and well made by all the children.  
 

The next Church Soup Lunch will be held on Tuesday 20th January, 

This month has been full of exciting learning opportunities and special events across the school. 
Here’s a look at what each class has been up to: 

Class 3 have started their personal survival skills in swimming this half term. They’ve been swimming 
in pyjamas and practising how to ‘rescue’ each other from the poolside. The children have worked                
extremely hard and impressed the instructors with their teamwork and care for one another. 

Classes 1 and 2 have begun their dance sessions with Lucy Everett, an experienced dance teacher who 
brings children’s ideas to life. They are learning dance techniques and combining them into creative 
routines that celebrate togetherness, individuality, and group choreography. 

In preparation for Remembrance Day, all children learned about the different coloured poppies and 
their meanings. Together they created red and coloured poppies for display in church. Class 3 also 
explored texts about the World Wars and wrote emotive poems, some of which were read during our 
church service. 

Class 1 have been studying the history of our village. After exploring the area as it is today last 
term, they’ve now looked at old photographs, including some from the school archive—where a few 
children even spotted their parents! They’ve also investigated plaques around the school and learned 
about the toll house’s role in the past. 

Class 2 have been working on poetry, focusing on describing experiences using senses other than 
sight. They’ve gathered ideas for their own seasonal poems and have just begun writing them. 

As part of their DT curriculum, Class 3 have been learning cooking techniques and made soup and 
scones. To give their work real purpose, they hosted a soup morning in partnership with the church. 
This event was very well received, and the children loved sharing their creations with the community. 

The whole school wore odd socks to mark Anti-Bullying Week, celebrating uniqueness and                             
understanding. At the same time, we took part in Interfaith Week, with workshops exploring how  
different faiths celebrate similar events. Children met members of various religious communities 
both in person and virtually, helping us all learn the 
importance of living peacefully together. 

We’re now preparing for Christmas with carol singing, 
nativity plays, and our winter fair. 

The deadline for Reception admissions for September 
2026 is approaching. If you’d like to visit our school 
and see all we have to offer, please get in touch—we’d 
love to welcome you! 

Best wishes, Abi Johnson 
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Beetham WI News 
We welcomed guests to our November session in The Wheatsheaf where we had an interesting 
Talk about mushrooms presented by Helen Speed.  She explained her passion and links with 
Beatrix Potter who was, perhaps, not so well known for her exquisite drawings and                              
observations of fungi.  Some of these can be seen at the Armitt Museum in Ambleside.   We 
plan to make a visit to see them – and other exhibits - sometime 

next year. 

Some members attended another Pickle Ball session at Burton-in-
Kendal later in November where players were guided again by our 

more experienced members. 

We shall be at The Athenaeum for our pre-Christmas lunch where 
Alison Thompson will be providing us with another delicious meal 

as we socialise together. 

We do not hold an official monthly meeting in January but we will 

be going out for lunch before the theatre later in the month. 

Advance Notice: Our next monthly meeting - when guests are                   
welcome to attend - will be in The Wheatsheaf on 12th February 

2026 where we have a Talk entitled “The 
Laughter Prescription” (am sure that will help 

cheer us all up during February’s gloom)! 

In the meantime, we have the Festive                   

Season to look forward to. 

Beetham WI’s Committee - Jill, Jeanette, Paula & Sue – 

wish all members and readers of The Gateway a 

Very Happy Christmas & a Peaceful New Year 

Church Christmas Bookstall 
 

A reminder that assorted Christmas 

cards are available on the bookstall 

at the back of the church.  Also our 

new edition of the fascinating story 

of our famous PoW Nativity Crib - 

‘Reconciliation’  - which would make 

an ideal stocking filler!  All proceeds 

in aid of our Church Repair Appeal 

December What’s On 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Friday 5th Dec  

The Penguin Lessons (Film) 
 

Sunday 7th Dec  

A Cornucopia for Yuletide (Music) 
 

Friday 12th Dec  

Seasons Greetings (Drama) 
 

Saturday 20th Dec  

Jez Lowe & The Bad Pennies (Saturday Music) 

art 
 dance 

the HERON theatre 
music 

film 

Book tickets online www.theherontheatre.com 
email: boxoffice@theherontheatre.com ~ tel: 015395 64283 

Evening performances start at 7.30pm.  Sunday music 2.30pm. 

Refreshments available  
 

The Heron Theatre, Stanley Street, Beetham, LA7 7AS 
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 Parish Coffee Morning 
Tuesday 2nd December  

10.30am-12pm in church 
 

Please do join us for refreshments and a chat! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are very welcome, and feel free to bring a 
friend.  There is no charge but any donations will 

be gratefully received for our repair appeal 



 

CONTACTS FOR THE PARISH OF ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS, BEETHAM 
 

 Priest-in-Charge   The Revd Andrew Norman  015395 62355    revdabn@gmail.com 

 Assistant Curate    The Revd Hannah Wallace    01524 449035    revhannahwallace@gmail.com 

 Lay Minister    Chris Roberts   015395 63019    lainyandchris@aol.com 

 Lay Minister/Churchwarden Vivien Stirrup   015395 64320    vstirrup7@aol.com 

 Churchwarden                                                                                              John Lomax         015395 62648 j.d.lomax@btinternet.com  

 PCC Treasurer           

 Safeguarding Officer   Andrew Skinner   07362 593076    beetham-safeguarding@gmail.com 

 Gateway Editor        Jenny Marks   015395 62559    jenny.marks@btinternet.com 

 Beetham CE School     Abi Johnson    015395 62515    head@beetham.cumbria.sch.uk 
  

Please do be in touch with Andrew you would like to receive the parish email, if there is any support or                     

encouragement he can offer, if you would have any questions about services church life or the                                   

Christian faith, or if you would like anyone or anything remembered in prayer.  
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SOUTH LAKELAND AGE UK 
 
 

 

For lunch club and exercise class details go to  

www.ageuk.org.uk/southlakeland/activities-and-events 

 

Helpline : 030 300 30003 

 

 

MARTIN 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

07881 895909  
 01524 61834 

martin.painting.decorating@gmail.com 

Graham Pooley 
WINDOW CLEANER 

 

1 Castle Riggs, Kendal 

01539 - 721981 

L. M. Baverstock 
Ophthalmic Opticians 

 

The Square, Milnthorpe 
 

015395 - 62633 

IAN BRADSHAW 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTER 

& DECORATOR 
 

015395 62089 
07968 390396 

MARK ECCLES 
ME Electrical Contractors 

 

All aspects of electrical work undertaken 
 

07866 510 079 

Gas & Oil Boiler,  
Gas Fire Repairs & Maintenance 

 

         015395 - 63562 
 

      MARK N. SHAW 
 

Collectable and contemporary  

BOOKS BOUGHT 
 

015395 35125    
 

Single items or whole collections 
 

Will travel to view (from Allithwaite) 
 

P.B.F.A. member 

T.T. CARPETS 
RED BARN 

HARMONY HILL 
MILNTHORPE 

 

015395 - 62898 

01539 
721344 

Friendly, caring & 
professional team 

www.highgatevets.com 

173 Highgate and Beezon Rd, Kendal 

Chaplows Heating Services 
 

Boiler Services 
GAS OIL LPG 

 

 015395 - 63017 
 

 07831 - 223140 

Robb Home improvements  
and Landscaping 

 

Specialising in fencing, stone walling, 
paving, garden rooms, lawns and 

water features 
 

Bespoke garden design and build 
Free estimates 

 

Call 07954336176  
or 07871878101 

NEIL TAYLOR 
Painter, Decorator                          

& Paperhanger 
 

Tel: 015395 - 64411 
Mobile: 07778 - 467521 

 

Irene Taylor Hearing 
 

- Specialist hearing aid advice 
- Earwax removal by microsuction 
- iPhone compatible hearing aids 

- Invisible hearing aids 
- Hearing protection for shooting,           

motorcyclists & musicians 
- TV & telephone accessories 

- Home visits 
 

Salt Pie Lane, Kirkby Lonsdale, LA6 2BH 

015242 73589 
 

Est. 1980 ~ Registered with hcpc 
 

www.irenetaylorhearing.co.uk 

FOOTCARE AT HOME 

Tracey Garrett BSc MinstCHp 
 

Nail trimming ~ Ingrown nails 
Corns ~ Callus ~ Diabetic foot                    

Care and advice 

For Home Visit tel 07766 167018 

HAIRSTOP 
2b Mainstreet, Milnthorpe, LA77PN 

 

HAIR SALON 

015395 63586 
 

www.hairstopmilnthorpe.co.uk 

TONY GIBSON 
 

SPECIALIST IN: 
  

- STONEWORK -  
- PLASTERING -  
- ALL ASPECTS  
OF BUILDING - 

 

 

015395 64702 
07815 888 564 

 

www.tgibsonbuilderscumbria.co.uk 

Open 
Wednesday  

to  
Sunday 

11am ‘til late 

Church Websites 

For information about our church and parish, What’s On, and church videos please visit our               

website at www.beethamstmichaelandallangels.co.uk.  Full colour versions of this and past                     

editions of The Gateway are also available online. If you would like to receive an email copy 

please contact jenny.marks@btinternet.com 
 

For more details of the Kent Estuary Mission Community visit the website at www.kentestuarymissioncommunity.com 

} 

Join The Friends                            

of Beetham Church 

Support our church repair 

fundraising by picking up a 

form in church or 

downloading from 

our website 

 MOSSDALE                 
SERVICE STATION 

 

A6, Hale Moss  
tel: 01524 781381 

 

Petrol, Car Wash 
 

Nisa Store open                                   
6am (Sunday 7am) - 8pm  

 

 

Wines & Beers, Fresh Produce, 
Groceries, Hot & 

Cold Drinks,  
National Lottery 

WOODSIDE WALKS 
Dog Walking & Day Care Service 

Fully Insured 

GPS Collars   

10 Yrs Experience 

Countryside Walks 
 

Contact Theo on 07880 237033                       

to discuss your requirements     

PARKIN and JACKSON 
 

Monumental Masons 

Edith Anice 
Leslie welcomes you                      
to her interiors shop                   

and  café in the                             
Old Beetham Post Office  

 

Please check shop                 
noticeboard for                         

seasonal shop and                      
café  opening times 

The Gateway deadline 
 

Items for the New Year (Jan/Feb) edition should be submitted by Monday 5th January.  Please email       

articles to jenny.marks@btinternet.com.  View deadlines online at www.beethamstmichaelandallangels.co.uk    
                                        
 

We wish all our advertisers and readers a peaceful Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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To advertise, 

space in all 

ten issues can 

cost as low      

as £33. 

To book call 

Jenny on 

015395 62559, 

email              
jenny.marks@ 

btinternet.com 

or visit our 

website 

Private Hire Silverdale Arnside and Yealand 
 

0800 132383 

 

 

 
www.saycars.co.uk 

 

50 years of ‘knowledge’, riding and driving our area’s roads 
 

Licensed and Regulated by Lancaster City Council 

http://www.ageuk.org.uk/

